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NOTES

ANTICHOLINERGIC MEDS

MoAReceptor
locations:

	• Eyes
	• Heart
	• Lungs
	• GI tract
	• Sweat glands
	• Urinary bladder

Anticholinergic medications

Common anticholinergic
medications

       Parasympathetic
       response

     Sympathetic-
     like response

Therapeutic use Side effects

Atropine

	• HR (for bradycardia)

	• Salivation (intra-op)

	• Antidote (poisoning)

Bladder relaxant 	
(for overactive bladder)

Bronchodilation 		
(for COPD, asthma)

      N/V (for PONV, 	
motion sickness)

Bladder relaxant 	
(for overactive bladder)

Oxybutynin

Ipratropium

Scopolamine

Solifenacin

H/A

N/V

N/V

Sweating,
sore throat

Bladder pain, 
Cloudy urine

	• Confusion
	• Dizziness

	• Blurry vision
	• Dry eyes

	• Tachycardia
	• Palpitations

Urinary
retention

SecretionsBroncho-
dilation

Dry mouth Constipation

SAFETY TIP

Anticholinergics should 
be avoided in patients 
with:

	9 Myasthenia gravis

	9 Glaucoma

	9 Tachycardia, HTN

	9 Increased age

	9 Hyperthyroidism

	9 Heart failure

	9 Severe dry mouth/
constipation

	9 Liver Disease

	9 Enlarged prostate

	9 Hiatal hernia

Muscarinic
receptor

Muscarinic
receptor

MedACh

ACh


